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MEMORANDUM 

TO: Keith Kawaoka, Acting Director 
Office of Environmental Quality Control 
Department of Health 

FROM: Christine L. Kinimaka 
Public Works Administrator 

(P)21 021 

SUBJECT: Draft Environmental Assessment nd Anticipated Findings of No Significant Impact for 
Pahoa Public Library Site Selection, Puna, Island of Hawaii, Hawaii 
DAGS Job Number I 1-36-6553 

With this letter, the State of Hawaii, Department of Accounting and General Services hereby 
transmits the Draft Environmental Assessment and Anticipated Findings of No Significant 
Impact (DEA-AFONSI} for the Pahoa Public Library Site Selection, which is proposed in the 
Puna district on the island of Hawaii. We request the draft to be published in the 
February 23, 2021, edition of the Environmental Notice. We note that: 

1. A project location map (shapefile) and a PDF copy (searchable} of the DEA-AFONSI has 
been submitted via the OEQC's online submittal form. 

2. Hard copies of the OEQC Publication Form and DEA-A FON SJ document are attached. 

3. A compact disk with the DEA-AFONSI and OEQC Publication Form files are attached. 

If you have any questions on this matter, your staff may call Brian Isa of the Planning Branch at 
586-0484. 

BI:mo 
c: Stacey Aldrich, Hawaii State Public Library System w/o attachments 
Enclosures: 
Draft EA (hardcopy) 
OEQC Publication Form (hardcopy) 
One CD (PDF of Draft EA and PDF and MS Word ofOEQC Publication Form) 

21-12n 



From: webmaster@hawaii.gov
To: HI Office of Environmental Quality Control
Subject: New online submission for The Environmental Notice
Date: Tuesday, February 16, 2021 1:10:00 PM

Action Name

 Pahoa Public Library Site Selection

Type of Document/Determination

 Draft environmental assessment and anticipated finding of no significant impact (DEA-AFNSI)

HRS §343-5(a) Trigger(s)

 (1) Propose the use of state or county lands or the use of state or county funds

Judicial district

 Puna, Hawaiʻi

Tax Map Key(s) (TMK(s))

 (3) 1-5-007:017 por; (3) 1-5-002:020 por; (3) 1-5-008:001 por

Action type

 Agency

Other required permits and approvals

 

Executive Order to allow for land acquisition/library use, Special permit, County of Hawai’i General Plan
LUPAG Amendment, Puna Community Development Plan Amendment, Approval for individual
wastewater system, Building Permit, Electrical Permit, Plumbing Permit, Driveway Permit, Grading
Permit, Grubbing and Stockpiling Permit, Work to Perform on County Highway, National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System Permit, Chapter 6E-8 Historic Preservation Review

Proposing/determining agency

 Department of Accounting and General Services (DAGS)

Agency contact name

 Brian Isa

Agency contact email (for info about the action)

 brian.s.isa@hawaii.gov

Email address or URL for receiving comments

 viv@g70.design

Agency contact phone

 (808) 586-0484

Agency address

 
1151 Punchbowl Street
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813
United States
Map It

• 

mailto:webmaster@hawaii.gov
mailto:HIOfficeofEnvironmentalQ@doh.hawaii.gov
mailto:brian.s.isa@hawaii.gov
mailto:viv@g70.design
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=1151+Punchbowl+Street+Honolulu%2C+Hawaii+96813+United+States


Was this submittal prepared by a consultant?

 Yes

Consultant

 G70

Consultant contact name

 Kawika McKeague

Consultant contact email

 kawikam@g70.design

Consultant contact phone

 (808) 523-5866

Consultant address

 

111 S. King Street
Ste 170
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813
United States
Map It

Action summary

 

Two new libraries will be planned for Puna, the first being in Pāhoa and the next location being in Kea‘au, in order
to adequately serve the growing needs of the Puna district. HSPLS also determined that Pāhoa should be the
priority for the first library location due to their current space constraints and the high amount of usage of the
library’s current location at Pāhoa High School. The proposed construction of the new Pāhoa Public Library will
include 8,000 square feet (SF) of enclosed, air-conditioned, interior space and 1,000 SF of indoor-outdoor entry
lanai activity area.

Reasons supporting determination

 Refer to Chapter 5 Findings Supporting Anticipated Determination of the attached DEA/AFONSI.

Attached documents (signed agency letter & EA/EIS)

 
Pahoa_Library_Site_Selection_DEA_Feb2021.pdf
DAGS_transmittal_OEQC_DEA.pdf

Action location map

 PahoaLibrary_215069_01.gdb.zip

Authorized individual

 Vi Verawudh

Authorization

 
The above named authorized individual hereby certifies that he/she has the authority to make this
submission.

• 
• 

• 

• 

mailto:kawikam@g70.design
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=111+S.+King+Street+Ste+170+Honolulu%2C+Hawaii+96813+United+States
https://health.hawaii.gov/oeqc/index.php?gf-download=2021%2F02%2FPahoa_Library_Site_Selection_DEA_Feb2021.pdf&form-id=2&field-id=39&hash=036523b35e18322e6f0bf9080153b6a9082b5ea1ff580dbd8844fc78b508be7e
https://health.hawaii.gov/oeqc/index.php?gf-download=2021%2F02%2FDAGS_transmittal_OEQC_DEA.pdf&form-id=2&field-id=39&hash=6a756eb4a68fa08eaaa6e039ee2e210d5c5a5a0f475bc3431fde5199f0f53f9b
https://health.hawaii.gov/oeqc/index.php?gf-download=2021%2F02%2FPahoaLibrary_215069_01.gdb.zip&form-id=2&field-id=49&hash=63e5923292a6e036411b7442f399dd8ccdefd9b542449b41e430247afe9413a8
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http://health.hawaii.gov/epo/home/landuse-planning-review-program/
https://planning-org-uploaded-media.s3.amazonaws.com/document/Healthy-Communities-Policy-Guide.pdf
http://plan4health.us/
https://eha-cloud.doh.hawaii.gov/
https://eha-cloud.doh.hawaii.gov/
http://health.hawaii.gov/cwb
mailto:cleanwaterbranch@doh.hawaii.gov
mailto:sdwb@doh.hawaii.gov
http://health.hawaii.gov/wastewater
mailto:Cab.General@doh.hawaii.gov
http://health.hawaii.gov/shwb/files/2016/05/constdem16.pdf
http://health.hawaii.gov/shwb


the commencement of work.  Relevant information is online at: http://health.hawaii.gov/irhb/noise  EPO recommends 
you contact the Indoor and Radiological Health Branch (IRHB) at (808) 586-4700 with any specific questions. 
 
A phase I Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) and site investigation should be conducted for residential 
development or redevelopment projects in current or formerly used industrial areas and on formerly and currently 
zoned agricultural land used for growing sugar, pineapple or other agricultural products.  If the investigation shows 
that a release of petroleum, hazardous substance, pollutants or contaminants may have occurred at the site, the site 
should be properly characterized through an approved Hawaii State Department of Health (DOH)/Hazard Evaluation 
and Emergency Response Office (HEER) soil and/or groundwater sampling plan. Please refer to Sections 3 and 4 of 
the HEER Office Technical Guidance Manual http://www.hawaiidoh.org.  
 
If the site is found to be contaminated, then all removal and remedial actions to clean up hazardous substance or oil 
releases by past and present owners/tenants must comply with State Law (HRS, Chapter 128D, “Environmental 
Response Law”, Chapter 451, “State Contingency Plan”).  To identify HEER records related to the property, visit 
http://eha-web.doh.hawaii.gov/eha-cma/Leaders/HEER/public-records.  For information on site assessment and 
cleanup programs review:  http://eha-web.doh.hawaii.gov/eha-cma/Leaders/HEER/site-assessment-and-cleanup-
programs.  Any specific questions should be directed to the HEER office at (808) 586-4249.   
 
If the property is undeveloped it may harbor vectors which may disperse to the surrounding areas when the site is 
cleared.  In accordance with Title 11, HAR, Chapter 11-26, “Vector Control”, the applicant shall ascertain the 
presence or absence of rodents on the property.  Should the presence of vectors be determined, the applicant shall 
eradicate the vectors prior to clearing the site.   
 
The Hawaii Disability and Communication Access Board (DCAB) recommends the inclusion of access for persons 
with disabilities through all phases of design and construction.  New construction and alteration work shall comply 
with all applicable accessibility requirements.  Projects covered by §103-50, Hawaii Revised Statutes, and HAR Title 
11 Chapter 216 shall seek advice and recommendations from DCAB on any construction plans prior to commencing 
with construction.  If you have any questions please contact DCAB at (808) 586-8121 or dcab@doh.hawaii.gov.  
 
You may also wish to review the draft Office of Environmental Quality Control (OEQC) viewer at:   
http://eha-web.doh.hawaii.gov/oeqc-viewer.  This viewer geographically shows where some previous Hawaii 
Environmental Policy Act (HEPA) {Hawaii Revised Statutes, Chapter 343} documents have been prepared. 
 
To better protect public health and the environment, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has developed 
an environmental justice (EJ) mapping and screening tool called EJSCREEN.  It is based on nationally consistent 
data and combines environmental and demographic indicators in maps and reports.  EPO encourages you to 
explore, launch and utilize this powerful tool in planning your project.  The EPA EJSCREEN tool is available at:  
http://www.epa.gov/ejscreen. 
 
We hope this information is helpful.  If you have any questions please contact us at DOH.epo@doh.hawaii.gov or call 
us at (808) 586-4337.  Thank you for the opportunity to comment. 
 
Mahalo nui loa, 
 
 
 
Laura Leialoha Phillips McIntyre, AICP 
Environmental Planning Office 
 
 
c: DOH: DHO HI, HEER {via email only}  

http://health.hawaii.gov/irhb/noise
http://www.hawaiidoh.org/
http://eha-web.doh.hawaii.gov/eha-cma/Leaders/HEER/public-records
http://eha-web.doh.hawaii.gov/eha-cma/Leaders/HEER/site-assessment-and-cleanup-programs
http://eha-web.doh.hawaii.gov/eha-cma/Leaders/HEER/site-assessment-and-cleanup-programs
mailto:dcab@doh.hawaii.gov
http://eha-web.doh.hawaii.gov/oeqc-viewer
http://www.epa.gov/ejscreen
mailto:DOH.epo@doh.hawaii.gov
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Vi Verawudh

From: Iwasa, Russell <russell.iwasa@hawaii.gov>
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2018 2:04 PM
To: Vi Verawudh
Cc: Tatsuguchi, Ken; Kaneshina, Eleanor
Subject: 2018-017; Pre-Assessement Consultation, DEA, Pahoa Public Library Site Selection

Ms. Verawudh, 
  
I called earlier to inform you that the Hawaii Department of Transportation (HDOT) wanted to make some pre-
assessment comments relevant to the Pahoa Public Library DEA. I am sorry that this response is late, however we expect 
we will be making similar comments should G70 be unable to take them into account. 
  
HDOT Comments: 
  

1. A traffic assessment should be prepared and included in the DEA. The traffic assessment should also discuss non-
vehicular access to the library. The traffic assessment should recommend access and other improvements as may be 
needed.  

  

2. HDOT favors Site 2, Pahoa District Park, TMK 1-5-002: 020 as that location would be expected to minimize impact to our 
State highway facilities. 

  

3. For Site 1, Pahoa Fire Station, TMK 1-5-007: 017, the access to the library should be located directly across from the side 
street on the opposite side of Keeau-Pahoa Road to consolidate conflict points, and other access improvements may be 
required. 

  

4. For Site 3, DLNR land, TMK 1-5-008: 001, may require left-turn storage lane to maintain through capacity of the highway 
facility and other access improvements.  

  

5. All required improvements shall be provided at no cost to the HDOT. 

  
We would hope that you are able to consider the above comments in your preparation of the DEA. If there are any 
question please give me a call.  
  
File Number 2018-017. 
  
Thank you, 
Russell Iwasa 
HWY-PS 
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587-1833 
  
  
  







AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 

                                                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

February 5, 2018 
 
 

Re:  Pahoa Public Library Site Selection 
 
 
Thank you for accepting input on this part of the process. 
 
 
 
In order of suitability, the proposed sites are ranked as follows: 
 
 
 
First choice:  Site 1, Pahoa Fire Station / DMV 
 
It is located on the major highway in the area, making power, water, and broadband readily accessible.  
Vehicular traffic would be easily accommodated, and it is on the County's limited public transportation 
routes.  With the new nearby shopping center ( Puna Kai ) set to be completed in 2018 , it sites the library 
in the new focus area of Pahoa, and makes using the library convenient.  This site is also within biking 
and walking distance of Pahoa town, Woodlawn Center, Malama Shopping Center, and as mentioned, 
the soon to be completed Puna Kai Center. 
 
 
Second Choice:  Site 3, Highway 130 Mauka ( DNLR) 
 
While located on the major highway, again making power, water, and broadband readily accessible, the 
site is otherwise isolated. Vehicular traffic would be accommodated, but it is several miles outside of 
Pahoa, miles from the closest subdivision, and is not within walking distance of either.  County public 
transportation is limited.  The biking distances are not enormous, but in an area of 150" of rainfall per 
year, that mode of transportation is not dependable. The safety of staff and patrons would be an issue 
during evening hours in an isolated rural area. 
 
 
 
Third Choice:  Site 2, Pahoa District Park 
 
 
This is unsuitable for several reasons. There is currently  no road leading to the site, and all utilities would 
have to be brought in.  Each of these factors would add significant costs to the project.  The park at this 
point closes to the public at 7:00pm daily. The library would either have to accommodate its own public 
service hours to meet this deadline, or assume security for the entire access road through the park.  The  
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AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 

 
 
 
safety of staff and patrons during evening hours would be a concern.  The street leading to the park from 
Pahoa Village Road,  Kauhele St.,  is 2-lanes and winds uphill.  This hill would make either walking or 
biking from town difficult, and the road is too narrow to accommodate public transportation. 
 
 
 
 
No matter which site is finally chosen, I do want to take this opportunity to advocate for additional parking.  
The 30 stalls mentioned would be adequate for the daily usage anticipated.  However, the current 
facilities  had to stop holding any type of programming to due to liability concerns because of the large 
numbers of patrons attending events.  There have been many requests to resume programming  
(children's story hours for our very large home schooled population in particular), and an 'overflow' 
parking area would be used frequently.  
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Gaila Vidunas  /  Pahoa Public & School Library 
Hawaii State Public Library System 
15-3070 Pahoa Kalapana Road, Pahoa, Hawaii  96778  /  808.965.2171 
E-mail: gaila.vidunas@librarieshawaii.org  /  Web: librarieshawaii.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 




